One Bloom, Two Centers: The Leadership Lens

From the Executive Director - Rachelle Holm

Every Child's Light Deserves to Shine.

One of the things that has become increasingly clear
over the past several years is that Bloom has earned
a reputation for saying "yes" to children who need us
most.

Families often find their way to Bloom after experiencing
challenges elsewhere. Some children have experienced
trauma or adverse childhood experiences. Others have
developmental differences or communication needs that
require additional patience, understanding, and individualized support. In many
cases, parents come to us feeling discouraged, wondering if their child will ever
truly belong.

At Bloom, we believe every child deserves a place where they are seen for their
strengths, celebrated for who they are, and given every opportunity to thrive.

This spring, | was reminded why that belief matters.

During our Pre-K graduation ceremony at one of our centers, a little boy stood
proudly with his classmates. Throughout much of the year, he communicated
primarily through an assistive communication device and spoke very few words
aloud. Watching his growth over the course of the year had already been
remarkable, but nothing prepared me for what happened next.

As the class began singing This Little Light of Mine, he joined in.
Not with his communication device—but with his own voice.

It was a simple moment that lasted only a few minutes, but it carried the weight of
countless hours of encouragement, trust, expert teaching, and unwavering belief
from his Bloom teachers. When | looked across the aisle, | saw his father quietly
wiping away tears as they streamed down his face. In that moment, | realized we
weren't the only ones witnessing a child sing. A father was witnessing possibilities
he may have once feared would never come.



Moments like these remind us that success cannot always be measured by test
scores or milestones alone. Sometimes success is finding your voice. Sometimes
it is feeling safe enough to participate. Sometimes it is believing, perhaps for the
first time, that you belong.

This is the work your support makes possible.

Because of our dedicated educators, our trauma-informed approach, and the
generosity of donors who believe in Bloom's mission, children with complex
needs are finding places where they can flourish—not despite their challenges,
but with compassionate support that helps them discover their own unique light.

Thank you for helping us ensure that every child has the
opportunity to shine.

Board Chair Remarks from David Robertson

Last month my family spent a few days in Boston
before heading to New Hampshire for my niece's
wedding. The weather was lovely — and so was the
spectacle. We watched Scottish fans in kilts,
bagpipes in hand, parade out of town after (by their
own admission) drinking the bars dry, just as a wave
of Norwegian fans arrived in horned helmets and
team colors. World Cup fever was in full swing, with
dozens of nations represented in equally colorful
fashion. Watching the crowds, | was struck by how
respectfully these global cultures mixed — respect
for the game, for fans of other teams, and from host
cities welcoming visitors from around the world.

That spirit of diversity reminds me of Bloom. When an environment lets
different cultures, people, and habits flourish side by side, there's a
certain energy to it — and | feel that same energy every time | step into a
Bloom classroom.

It's not a perfect analogy, but it does point to a real tension at Bloom. We
are one organization with two centers, and meeting each child's needs —
on any given day — means our staff has to adjust and adapt to each
family's situation. That's why each center, each classroom, and each
moment of the day feels a little different. At Bloom, we don't believe in
one-size-fits-all.

And yet — we are one organization. Our values, our culture, and our
professional approach stay the same everywhere: in each center, each
classroom, each situation that arises. It's a tension we're comfortable
holding, and our center directors work hard to keep that shared Bloom
culture alive across both sites.


https://forms.donorsnap.com/Form/Index/af6b3bfe-191a-44bb-bef7-6ae4aa95cdde

Wherever our mission expansion takes us, that approach won't change.
Thank you, as always, for all you do for Bloom.

Please join us for our annual Family Fun Fest in the parking lot at
our Dunkirk center on Thursday, July 30th, from 4:30-7:00 p.m. We
hope to see you there!
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A FUN & EASY WAY TO HELP SUPPORT BLOOM EARLY LEARNING!
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Thursday, August 13: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Hamburger, Brat or Hotdog with chips & small drink

Plymouth Holiday Station
16850 County Road 24, Plymouth, MN

ALL PROCEEDS FROM LUNCH AND CAR WASHES PURCHASED
BETWEEN 11 AND 1 WILL GO TO BLOOM EARLY LEARNING
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TOGETHER

An evening of purpose, promise, & possibilities

Friday, September 18th

6:00 pm Reception & Activities | 8:00 pm Program
Dancing & Live Music Following

Medina Entertainment Center
500 Highway 55, Medina, MN

The Evening Includes
Heavy hors d'oeuvres » Dessert » Cash Beverage Bar
Interactive Activities = Prize Raffles

Cocktail Attire

BASH Tickets
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