Whew, July is thru. Halloween was way too early too. Our summer celebrations
aren't ending yet! Beach themes, camping, sports, marketplace and state fair themes
need to be met.

Our expanding experiences are coupled with magic keys this month, that open
doors to ideas, thoughts, self expression, and emotions. The keys are 1st words and 1st
phrases. As one evolves into the next language becomes more meaningful, providing
deeper understanding and value of communication. Simple phrases shift into multi pur-
pose uses. When children practice using words functionally and get their needs and re-
guests met positively, they feel a sense of reward. Social confidence grows as children
are able to express their frustrations and excitements with ease. They are motivated to
communicate more. 1st words and phrases being introduced this month fit into group-
ings: labels (nouns), action words ( verbs) descriptive words (adjectives) expressive
words (comments & requests) and functional words (for social exchanges and practicali-
ty). Learning new words requires practice and memory. We'll be applying tips for model-
ing new word and inviting mimickery: 1. say a word 2-3 times allowing a pause after
each time for a response and encourage vocal effort 2. Put a motion along with the
word (for example walk with an exaggeratted swagger) 3.point things out 4. use fun ex-
clamation.

Alot of language acquisition happens naturally while we'll make the most of it play-
ing and doing activities. To keep that element fresh we're putting our own spin on some
worldwide summer festivities. They include Australia's Spilt milk festival with Antarctic
ice cream, Summer Nationals car festival (for revheads) with lawn mower racing, a pitch
festival, muskie and catfish days, and German root beer float day (like in Milwau-
kee). Can you believe the state fair will highlight summers end here in Minnesota? We'll
be making the most of it.

Enjoy the Festivities!
Your Toddler Team



